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Friday, April 2nd, 2021
Parents/Guardians,

A year ago we were writing this greeting to you, leading into Easter weekend and also a time with huge uncertainty.
It’s amazing how through this year we have seen students adjust, but also inspire us!  They are so committed to
keeping one another healthy, to demonstrate maturity in following health and safety expectations.  We have an
amazing group of students, and as we watch them grow we are truly hopeful for the future!

We know the kids’ resilience and generous spirit doesn’t come out of nowhere – so huge thanks to all of our parents,
grandparents and caregiving community!  We recognize that we are, each one of us, doing the very best that we can.
Life does continue to look a bit different for so many of us, and it is amazing to see how our Lochside community
continues to support one another.

One important activity coming up is placement into next year’s classes.  Classes are developed through meetings
involving your child's present Teacher(s), the Support Teacher, ELL teachers, the Vice-Principal and the Principal.
Each child's placement is thoughtfully determined by taking into consideration numerous factors. Every effort is made
to place children in the best situation academically, socially and emotionally in the larger context of the needs of all of
the children. Information provided by parents/guardians is shared and considered at these meetings, however, final
placement decisions are the school's responsibility. See below for more information.

We will continue to provide updates on our school district website,  www.saanichschols.ca.

Please take good care – We wish you a restorative and relaxing long weekend!

With Appreciation,
Tom Vickers and Joan O’Leary

CALENDAR
Please Note:  This calendar is in process - there will be updates going forward
April
1    ROMS emails parent letter

to Grade 5s
2    Good Friday ✟
4    Easter Sunday 🐰
5    East Monday Holiday (in lieu)
6    Student Learning Survey Gr. 4
8    Maturation Talk Gr. 4/5s

(Div. 16, 17, & 19)
9    Maturation Talk Gr. 4/5s

(Div. 15,18, & 20)
19  Earth Week 🌎
21  PIRLS Survey for Gr. 4
23  Non-Instructional Day

May
6     ROMS Gr. 5 Parents Virtual

Mtg via MS Teams 6:00 pm
9     Mother’s Day 👩
10   ROMS Virtual Visit by Gr. 5s
21   Non Instructional Day
24   Victoria Day Stat. Holiday ♕
31   Go By Bike Week til June 6th

June
20   Father’s Day
29   Last Day of School for students

Farewell Assembly
30   Administration Day (staff only)



Information Items:
Next page

Student
Placement
Parent Input
Forms

● As part of the process of developing the overall school organization and
constructing classes, we seek information from you regarding the unique
educational and social needs of your child(ren). Many factors are taken
into consideration as staff discuss composition of classes and placement
of individual students. Consultation is extensive among the teaching team
and Administration who know the students well.

● Classes are constructed for educational purposes and we try to ensure
balance in relation to the following:

1. Gender balance
2. Intellectual strengths and academic learning needs
3. Facilitating Friendships
4. Social and emotional strengths and needs
5. Behavioural needs
6. Opportunities to make new friendships
7. ELL/Cultural diversity
8. Opportunities for leadership
● The Student Placement Form should only be completed to describe

the unique educational and social needs of your child(ren)
● To request a copy please email Mr. Vickers or Mrs. O’Leary.

Continued
Attention to
Protocols

● Please remember that masks do not prevent the spread of COVID-19 on
their own. They should not be used in place of physical distancing or any
other measures noted in our COVID-19 Health and Safety Program. As
the new guidelines are published in the BCCDC K-12 guidelines and
Ministry of Education guidelines, additional information will be shared and
the Saanich COVID-19 Program will be updated.

● All staff and students from Grade 4 to 5 will be required to wear masks in
schools both within and outside of their learning group, except when:

1. Sitting in (or standing at) their seat or desk/workstation in a
classroom learning space.

2. There is a barrier in place.
3. Eating and drinking.
4. All staff and students (Grade 4-5) are required to wear masks on

school buses.
5. Students in Kindergarten to Grade 3 are recommended to wear

masks within the guidelines above, however this is a personal
choice of the parent/student.

6. Exceptions will be made for students and staff members that can
not tolerate a mask for medical reasons.

● As always, we will continue to provide updates to all staff in a timely
manner to ensure a clear and consistent message. If you have any
questions please reach out to your Supervisor or Principal.



SD63 School
Year in
Reflection

● SD63 has recently posted a survey to collect staff, student, and parent/
guardian feedback on your educational experiences this year.

● In particular, the district would like to know what has worked well and what
was challenging with the goal of learning from this year to better prepare
for next year. The survey will be open until April 8 and can be found
HERE.

SD63 Learning
Survey

● Parents/Guardians are invited to complete a quick but important survey
that is intended to gather information on topics related to school
environment, safety, and achievement that will ultimately be used for
school planning and improvement

● HERE is the link to the survey.
● Select “Take the Survey”, then scroll to the Parent Section that allows you

to enter our District “63 Saanich” and select “Log On”.

Virtual Book
Fair Is On Now!

● Virtual Book Fair - March 29 to April 11
● LEPAC is pleased to be partnering with Russell Books to bring you a book

fair, but virtually this year! Between March 29 and April 11, you can shop a
selection of their books at https://bookfair.russellbooks.com/

● Choose Lochside when you check out and
30% of all sales will come back to the school
to buy books for the Learning Commons and
classrooms. If you prefer to shop in person
during that time, just let them know when you
checkout that your purchase is for the
Lochside Elementary book fair. Thanks for
your support!

MOVING? NOT RETURNING IN SEPTEMBER?

● Please inform the office and your child’s teacher if your child(ren) will not
be returning in September 2021.  This will greatly assist us in class
planning for 2021-22.

Friday Jokes of
the Week

Where does Easter take place every year?
Where eggs marks the spot!
What should you do to prepare for all the Easter treats?
Eggs-ercise!
What happens if you get married on Easter?
You live hoppily ever after.

https://www.sd63.bc.ca/2020-2021-school-year-survey
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/student-learning-survey
https://bookfair.russellbooks.com/

